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ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES 

CHANGE  IN  BASIC  STATISTICAL  REPORTING  PROCEDURE  FOR  IMPORTS 

EFFECTIVE  JANUARY  1,  1962 

Beginning  January  1,  1962,  the  statistical  copies  of  virtually  all  formal  consumption 
and  warehouse  entries  are  being  reviewed  by  the  Customs  appraisers  of  merchandise  be- 
fore they  are  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  inclusion  in  statistics.  This 
review  will  be  made  for  all  consumption  and  warehouse  entry  transactions  ordinarily 
subject  to  examination  for  Customs  appraisement  purposes,   (it  will  exclude  such  ship- 
ments as  those  made  by  or  for  the  account  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Defense, 
General  Services  Administration,  and  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  since  these  are  not 
ordinarily  subject  to  Customs  examination  or  appraisement.) 

Information  on  the  entries  reviewed  by  the  appraiser  will  be  verified  and  reported  for 
statistical  purposes  with  respect  to  country  of  origin  and  commodity  classification 
(including  quantity  and  value )  as  required  by  United  States  Import  Duties  Annotated 
for  Statistical  Reporting.  This  verification  of  statistical  data  will  be  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples  of  merchandise  for  Customs  appraisement 
purposes.  When  information  at  hand  is  not  sufficient  to  permit  complete  verification 
of  some  of  the  data  on  an  entry,  the  Customs  examiner  will  verify  or  change  the  re- 
ported data  on  the  basis  of  his  experience  and  the  best  additional  information  avail- 
able. This  will  enable  the  appraiser  to  meet  an  established  deadline  for  submitting 
all  statistical  reports  for  the  month,  so  as  to  help  safeguard  against  any  appreciable 
loss  in  the  uniformity  of  month-to-month  coverage. 

The  procedure  for  linking  the  verification  of  statistical  data  with  the  physical 
examination  of  merchandise  and  invoices  which  the  Customs  examiner  makes  for  appraise- 
ment purposes  results  in  improving  the  quality  of  the  import  statistics.  However,  for 
warehouse  withdrawals,  which  constitute  about  10  percent  of  the  total  value  of  monthly 
"imports  for  consumption, "  the  benefits  of  the  verification  procedure  will  be  only  of 
an  indirect  nature  (e.g.,  through  "education"  of  Customs  brokers  filing  the  withdrawals 
against  verified  warehouse  entries)  and  improvement  in  statistical  accuracy  will,  of 
necessity,  be  slower  than  for  the  over-all.  Warehouse  withdrawal  documents  are  not 
routed  to  the  appraiser  as  part  of  the  regular  Customs  appraisement  procedure.  An 
alternate  method  is  being  studied  for  obtaining  corrected  reports  on  withdrawals,  based 
on  the  corresponding  warehouse  entries.  However,  many  withdrawals  in  a  current  month's 
statistics  are  filed  against  prior  years '  warehouse  entries  for  which  no  corrective 
reports  will  have  been  prepared. 

Other  known  problem  areas  in  the  verification  procedure  are  being  studied  and  more  may 
be  encountered  and  have  to  be  resolved  during  the  early  phases  of  the  program.  These 
will  be  discussed  in  subsequent  issues  of  this  report  as  more  information  about  them 
becomes  available.  Some  experience  will  be  needed,  of  course,  before  the  full  poten- 
tial of  this  program  can  be  put  to  effective  use,  or  the  expected  results  therefrom 
can  be  completely  realized.  However,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  within  its  frame- 
work lies  the  basis  for  providing  the  much  needed  over-all  improvement  in\  the  quality 
of  the  import  statistics. 


LOW-VALUED  WAREHOUSE  ENTRY  TRANSACTIONS  INCLUDED  IN  GENERAL 
IMPORTS  STATISTICS  ON  SAMPLE  BASIS,  EFFECTIVE  JANUARY  1962 


Effective  with  data  for  January  1962,  warehouse  entry  shipments  individually  valued 
less  than  $100  are  being  excluded  from  the  detailed  commodity  statistics  on  general 
imports  but  will  be  included,  together  with  the  sample  data  for  informal  and  low-valued 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES-Continued 

formal  consumption  entry  shipments,  under  arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number 
9999  5000,  with  arbitrary  Customs  district  code  99  and  subgroup  990,  by  country  of 
origin.   (Commodity  statistics  for  general  imports  are  not  available  in  printed  form 
but  are  shown  in  machine  tabulations  available  for  public  reference.)  Preliminary 
studies  have  indicated  that  the  volume  of  low-valued  warehouse  entry  items  is  quite 
small,  and  that  the  effect  of  excluding  them  from  commodity  statistics  will  be  minor. 
"The"  low  -valued  warehouse  entry  shipments  are  being  included  in  the  general  imports  sta- 
tistics on  the  basis  of  estimates  made  from  a  one  percent  sample  of  such  shipments,  as 
has  been  done  for  formal  consumption  entry  shipments  valued  less  than  $100  and  for  in- 
formal entry  shipments  valued  $250  or  less. 

VALUATION  OF  RUBBER  FOOTWEAR  DUTIABLE 
ON  AMERICAN  SELLING  PRICE 

Imports  of  rubber  footwear  under  tariff  paragraph  1530(e)  or  1537(b),  if  determined  to 
be  competitive  with  a  like  or  similar  American  product,  are  subject  to  duty  assessment 
on  the  basis  of  the  American  selling  price.  In  the  past,  the  reported  values  for 
transactions  dutiable  on  American  selling  price  may  have  been  the  dutiable  values  in 
some  cases,  and  foreign  values  in  others.  Effective  with  January  1962,  the  values  on 
rubber  footwear  reported  by  the  Customs  appraiser  for  inclusion  in  statistics  will  be 
foreign  values  whether  or  not  the  merchandise  is  dutiable  on  American  selling  price. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  above  procedure  will  not  be  applicable  to  other  items  ap- 
praised on  the  basis  of  American  selling  price. 

IMPORTS   OF   URANIUM   ORE  AND   CONCENTRATES   EXCLUDED   FROM 
IMPORT   STATISTICS   1942    THROUGH  I960 

It  was  announced  in  the  January  and  August  1961  issues  of  this  report  that  data  on 
imports  of  uranium,  thorium,  and  related  commodities  which  were  previously  withheld 
for  security  reasons  would  be  released.  With  the  exception  of  the  following  data 
covering  imports  of  uranium  ore  and  concentrates  (Schedule  A  number  6270  700)  these 
figures  will  be  released  later  in  1962.   Effective  with  the  January  1962  statistics, 
imports  of  uranium  ores  and  concentrates,  Schedule  A  number  6270  700,  are  included  on  a 
current  basis  in  the  regularly  compiled  monthly  statistics.  Monthly  totals  for  1961 
will  be  corrected  to  include  imports  of  uranium  ores  and  concentrates  during  1961  by 
means  of  an  errata  which  will  be  shown  in  the  March  1962  issue  of  Report  No.  FT  110. 
The  following  represents  imports  of  uranium  ore  and  concentrates  entered  under 
Schedule  A  number  6270  700  (which  is  a  part  of  subgroup  630)  during  the  calendar  years 
194-21  through  1960.  These  figures  are  those  furnished  by  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission 
since  the  records  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  are  incomplete  for  that  period.2 


The  figures  shown  for  1942  supersede  those  previously  published  in  Foreign  Ccnmerce  and 
Navigation. 

2See  the  explanation  in  the  August  1961  issue  of  FT  110. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES-Continued 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  available  country  information  is  limited  to  Canada,  Union 
of  South  Africa,  and  all  other  as  "Unidentified  Countries";  also,  the  net  quantities  and 
values  are  in  terms  of  thousands  of  pounds  and  thousands  of  dollars,  respectively: 


IMPORTS  OF  URANIUM  ORE  AND  CONCENTRATES  BY  COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN  1942—1960 

(Schedule  A  Number  6270  700) 


Value  (thousands  of  dollars) 

Year 

Canada 

Union  of 
South  Africa 

Unidentified 
countries 

Total 

1942 

1943 

1944 

674 
154 

1,246 
582 
966 

3,067 

4,277 
7,558 
6,313 
6,885 
7,868 
11,895 

28,050 
26,168 
46,854 
134,942 
280,469 
310,484 
252,360 

5,006 

24,314 
58,296 
83,324 
105,602 
107,169 
89,830 
92,192 

2,951 
2,124 
2,571 
2,486 
9,595 
8,972 

15,886 
8,248 
15,664 
23,881 
27,434 
24,265 

24,131 
21,798 
28,472 
31,807 
34,052 
19,673 
19,024 

3,625 
2,278 
3,817 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

3,068 
10,561 
12,039 

20,163 
15,806 
21,977 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

30,766 
35,302 
41,166 

76,495 
106,262 
158,650 
272,351 
421,690 
419,987 
363,576 

iii 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects . 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse),  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

For  shipments  by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  data  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  examiner  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(b)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information, "  below) . 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shitiments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can    be  used     in  conjunction    with     the 


following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  cf  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 

The  table  below     indicates  the     degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


If  the  number  of 
documents  in- 
dicated from  the 
sample  is: 


0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-69 

70-79 

80-89 

90-99 

100-124 

125-149 

150-174 

175-199 

200-249 

250-299 

300-399 

2400-499 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 
2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 
lation would  have  resulted  in  a 
value  figure  between 


The  specified 

estimate 

reduced  by 


0 

9,840 

15,360 

19,440 

22,800 

25,680 

28,320 

30,720 

32,880 

35,040 

36,960 

38,760 

40,560 

42,360 

43,920 

45,480 

47,040 

48,480 

49,920 

51,360 

55,200 

60,000 

66,000 

72,000 

79,800 

87,600 

96,000 

102,000 

108,000 

113,640 

127,680 

140,400 

152,160 

162,960 

183,000 

200,880 

232,920 

261,120 


And  the  speci- 
fied estimate 
increased  by 


21,840 

27,240 

31,320 

34,560 

37,560 

40,080 

42,480 

44,760 

46,800 

48,720 

50,640 

52,440 

54,120 

55,680 

57,240 

58,800 

60,240 

61,680 

63,120 

64,440 

68,400 

75,000 

84,000 

90,000 

99,000 

108,000 

116,400 

120,000 

121,200 

125,520 

139,560 

152,280 

164,040 

174,960 

194,760 

212,880 

244,800 

273,000 


The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $4-09,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

i 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
•which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below.)  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  In  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  Immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  on  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  hy  ahout 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,   etc.) 

special  announcements  of 
Report  FT  120  are  in- 
other  announcements  on 
in  Report  FT  110.  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Effective  January  1961, 
interest  to  users  of 
eluded  in  this  report; 
imports  are   included 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES 

IMPORTATIONS  OF  GOODS  FROM  CUBA  REFLECTED  IN  THE  STATISTICS 

The  United  States  Treasury  Department  Cuban  Import  Regulations  imposes  an 
embargo  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  all  goods  of  Cuban 
origin  and  all  goods  imported  from  or  through  Cuba,  except  as  authorized 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  effective  12:01  a.m.,  eastern  standard 
time,  February  7,  1962. 

Although  this  embargo  exists ,  the  import  statistics  for  March  1962  and 
future  months  may  correctly  reflect  Cuba  as  the  country  of  origin  of 
certain  imported  merchandise.   Despite  the  embargo  Cuban  merchandise  may 
still  be  entered  into  Customs  bonded  warehouses  (and  held  for  reexport) 
and  such  warehouse  entries  will  be  reflected  in  the  general  import 
statistics.   Cuba  may  also  appear  as  the  country  of  origin  in  the  import 
for  consumption  statistics  for  March  1962  and  future  months  reflecting 
withdrawals  from  Customs  bonded  warehouses  for  consumption  of  goods  of 
Cuban  origin  entered  into  Customs  bonded  warehouses  before  the  effective 
date  of  the  embargo. 

In  addition  some  few  licenses  have  been  issued  by  Foreign  Assets  Control 
for  importations  of  Cuban  merchandise  paid  for  before  the  effective  date 
of  the  embargo.  These  transactions  will  also  be  reflected  in  the  future 
import  statistics  (either  general  imports  or  imports  for  consumption). 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Tvnes  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of.  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

•'■For  shipments  'by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  imrard  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  examiner  verif i- 
cation  see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


f ollowing  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  cf  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


(a) 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Country  Definitions  -  Economic 


(b) 


(c) 


The  country 

in  the  statistics  as  the  country 

as  the  country  where 

mined,  or  manu- 


reported 

of  origin  is  defined 

the  merchandise  was  grown, 

factured.  Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 

is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 

of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 

report. 

Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can    be  used     in  conjunction    with     the 


If  the  number  of 
documents  in- 
dicated from  the 
sample  is: 


0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-69 

70-79 

80-89 

90-99 

100-124 

125-149 

150-174 

175-199 

200-249 

250-299 

300-399 

2400-499 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 
2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 
lation would  have  resulted  in  a 
value  figure  between 


The  specified 

estimate 

reduced  by 


0 

9,840 

15,360 

19,440 

22,800 

25,680 

28,320 

30,720 

32,880 

35,040 

36,960 

38,760 

40,560 

42,360 

43,920 

45,480 

47,040 

48,480 

49,920 

51,360 

55,200 

60,000 

66,000 

72,000 

79,800 

87,600 

96,000 

102,000 

108,000 

113,640 

127,680 

140,400 

152,160 

162,960 

183,000 

200,880 

232,920 

261,120 


And  the  speci- 
fied estimate 
increased  by 


21,840 

27,240 

31,320 

34,560 

37,560 

40,080 

42,480 

44,760 

46,800 

48,720 

50,640 

52,440 

54,120 

55,680 

57,240 

58,800 

60,240 

61,680 

63,120 

64,440 

68,400 

75,000 

84,000 

90,000 

99,000 

108,000 

116,400 

120,000 

121,200 

125,520 

139,560 

152,280 

164,040 

174,960 

194,760 

212,880 

244,800 

273,000 


The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below.)  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin, "  above) , 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  en  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all -country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,   etc.) 

special  announcements  of 
Report  FT  120  are  in- 
other  announcements  on 
Report  FT  110.  A 
Statis- 
Data  in 


Effective  January  1961, 

interest  to  users  of 

eluded  in  this  report; 

imports  are   included 

catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade 

tical  Publications  is  also  available 


in 


this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES 


NEW  EDITION  OF  USIDA  TO  BE  ISSUED  EFFECTIVE  JULY   1,    1962 

A  July  1,  1962  edition  of  USIDA,  United  States  Import  Duties  Annotated  for 
Statistical  Reporting T  will  be  available  shortly.  This  edition  is  the  one 
referred  to  in  the  July  11,  1961  "Notice  to  Users  of  Import  Trade  Statistics." 
It  will  reflect  the  first  stage  of  rate  of  duty  changes  made  in  the  1960-61 
GAIT  negotiations  at  Geneva  which  is  expected  to  become  effective  July  1,  1962, 
In  addition,  it  will  reflect  changes  aimed  at  eliminating  excessive  statisti- 
cal detail  and  clarifying  certain  areas  of  the  reporting  requirements.  It 
will  also  contain  a  limited  number  of  changes  in  commodity  detail  which  were 
requested  by  users  of  the  import  statistics. 

SpTes  copies  of  the  new  edition  of  USJJJA  are  expected  to  be  available,  be- 
ginning about  June  15,  1962,  at  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington  25,  D.  C.,  and  at  local  offices  of  the  Collectors 
of  Customs  and  Department  of  Commerce  Field  Offices,  at  a  cost  of  $4-. 00  per 
copy;  $1.00  additional  for  foreign  mailing. 

Importers  and  brokers  particularly  are  urged  to  obtain  copies  of  the  publi- 
cation promptly  when  it  is  issued,  to  apprise  themselves  of  information  that 
will  be  required  to  be  shown  on  import  entries  and  withdrawals  effective 
July  1,  1962. 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  axe  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments) , 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects . 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse),  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
suaption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry' or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

■^For  shipnents  by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes ■ 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements. 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effeots  of  pmrmiinerr  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  cf  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(b)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
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The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
"based  on  4-5  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "4-0-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $4-09,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below. )  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page  8 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  In  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  en  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  Which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  "by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  maMng  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods < 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.) 
Effective  January  1961,  special  announcements  of 
interest  '  to  users  of  Report  FT  120  are  in- 
cluded in  this  report;  other  announcements  on 
imports  are  included  in  Report  FT  110.  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES 

REQUESTS  FOR  STATISTICAL,  DETAIL  BEYOND  THAT  PROVIDED  IN  THE  NEW  TARIFF 
CLASSIFICATION  MUST  BE  MADE  BY  JULY  16,  1962 

The  statistical  classifications  currently  used  in  compiling  Data  for  imports  and  presented  in  Schedule  A, 
Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Imported  into  the  United  States,  are  based  on  the  Tariff  classi- 
fications contained  in  the  Tariff  Act  of  1930.  Vith  the  recent  enactment  of  Public  Law  87-456,  "Tariff 
Classification  Act  of  1962",  this  foundation  is  changed,  therefore  necessitating  a  revision  of  the  statis- 
tical classification  structure  to  align  it  with  the  new  Act.  To  provide  importers  and  Customs  officers 
with  reporting  instructions  which  integrate  statistical  requirements  with  the  determination  of  rates  of 
duty,  as  is  done  in  the  current  "United  States  Import  Duties  Annotated, "  it  is  contemplated  that  the 
revised  statistical  classifications  will  be  put  into  effect  concurrently  with  the  effective  date  of  the 
new  tariff,  which  is  January  1,  1963. 

In  accordance  with  Section  201  of  the  1962  Tariff  Classification  Act  and  Section  484(e)  of  the  Tariff  Act 
of  1930,  the  Tariff  Commission,  Bureau  of  Customs,  and  Bureau  of  the  Census  (with  the  guidance  of  the 
Interagency  Advisory  Committee  on  Foreign  Trade  Statistics)  will  determine  the  additional  statistical 
classifications  to  be  provided  beyond  those  already  provided  in  the  new  structure.  In  so  doing,  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  carry  forward  as  much  of  the  present  statistical  detail  as  possible  without 
violating  the  principle  of  eliminating  the  illogical  classes  and  anomolies  of  the  old  structure  which  is 
based  on  the  1930  Tariff  Act  categories.  At  the  same  time  consideration  will  be  given  to  recommendations 
from  users  of  the  statistics  for  retaining  or  combining  present  statistical  classes  as  well  as  for  pro- 
viding additional  statistical  detail,  all  within  the  framework  of  the  1962  Tariff  Classification  Act. 

To  facilitate  the  work  of  revising  the  statistical  classifications,  users  interested  in  making  recommen- 
dations are  requested  to  apprise  themselves  of  the  new  tariff  provisions  by  referring  to  the  Tariff 
Commission's  report  on  the  Tariff  Classification  Study,  submitted  November  15,  1960  to  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  Copies  of  seme  volumes  of  the  10-volume  report  are  no  longer  available,  but  the  second  volume, 
"Proposed  Revised  Tariff  Schedules  of  the  United  States,"  should  suffice  for  this  purpose,  since  it  con- 
tains all  of  the  proposed  revised  schedules  together  with  a  cross-reference  to  the  existing  tariff  pro- 
visions. This  volume  can  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
at  a  price  of  $4.25  a  copy.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  prompt  mailing  by  having  orders  placed  with 
the  Special  Service  Section,  P.  0.  Box  1533,  Washington  13,  D.  C. 

Recommendations  must  contain  the  5-digit  tariff  item  number  shown  in  the  proposed  revised  schedules,  but 
reference  to  the  present  Schedule  A  commodity  number  is  optional.  In  order  for  them  to  be  considered,  all 
requests  for  additional  commodity  detail  must  be  in  terms  of  subdivisions  that  are  consistent  with  the 
scope  of  an  individual  tariff  item;  as  for  example,  a  request  to  breakout  "gasoline"  (present  Schedule  A 
numbers  5054  600  and  5054  700)  from  Tariff  Item  number  475.25,  "Motor  fuel". 

Because  of  the  very  tight  time  schedule  which  must  be  observed  in  order  to  complete  and  publish  the  re- 
vised statistical  classifications  by  January  1,  1963,  requests  from  users  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Foreign  Trade  Division  as  soon  as  possible,  and  not  later  than  July  16,  1962.  Rec- 
ommendations already  on  file  will  be  considered  and  need  not  be  resubmitted. 

CORRECTION  OF  STATEMENT  IN  SPECIAL  NOTICE  IN  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1961 

FT  110  AND  FT  120 

In  the  text  of  the  special  notice  entitled,  "Corrected  Monthly  Data  on  Imports  of  Uranium  Ores  and  Concen- 
trates (Schedule  A  Commodity  Number  6270  700)  January-December  1961,"  which  appears  in  the  calendar  year 
1961  issue  of  Reports  No.  FT  110  and  FT  120,  the  presentation  of  corrected  data  and  information  regarding 
the  release  of  data  beginning  January  1962  for  United  States  imports  of  uranium  ores  and  concentrates  were 
inadvertently  referred  to  as  export  data  rather  than  import  data.  Users  are  advised  to  make  this  change 
in  their  copy  of  the  reports. 

REFERENCES  TO  CUSTOMS  EXAMINERS  IN  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1961 
FT  110  AND  FT  120  WITHDRAWN 

statement  on  the  cover  page  and  the  acknowledgement  on  the  inside  of  the  cover  page  of  the  calendar 
jar  1961  issue  of  Reports  No.  FT  110  and  FT  120  which  indicates  that  the  data  in  the  reports  were  com- 
piled from  import  entries  on  which  the  information  used  had  been  verified  by  Customs  examiners  is  in- 
correct. Review  of  import  entries  by  Customs  examiners  for  the  verification  of  statistical  information 
did  not  begin  until  January  1962. 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  Imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of.  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments) , 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
suBption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

-KFor  shipments  hy  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
Immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  import ers/brolcers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  ftTwrrlnnr  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  .Accuracy  in 
Impart  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  cf  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic. 


The  country 

in  the  statistics  as  the  country 

as  the  country  where 


reported 

of  origin  is  defined 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(b)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  an 
page  1 ,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
p.q+,i mated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 


Then  the  chances  are 

better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  c 

i  comp 

lete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

lation  would  have  resulted  in  a 

documents  in- 

1-                   1     (                ,  1 

value  figure  between 

dicated  from  the 

sample  is: 

The  specified 

And  the  speci- 

estimate 

fied 

estimate 

reduced  by1 

increased  by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
: table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $4-09,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below.)  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  ai  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures; "  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Boots,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.) 
Effective  January  196T,  special  announcements  of 

Report  FT  120  are  in- 
other  announcements  on 
in  Report  FT  110.  A 


interest '  to  users  of 
eluded  in  this  report; 
imports  are   included 


catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador) 

Miquelon  and  St .  Pierre  Islands 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa  Rica 

Republic  of  Panama 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas 

Cuba 

Jamaica 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic 

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 

Barbados 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 

Iceland , 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark , 

United  Kingdom , 

Ireland  (Eire) , 

Netherlands , 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg 

France , 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria , 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia , 

Lithuania 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta  and  Gozo 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey 

Cyprus  

NT  -  No  Transactions. 

Countries  which  could  not  be  Identified. 


9 
9 
9 
9 
10 
10 
10 
10 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
12 
12 
12 
12 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 

14 

u 

14 
14 
1A 
14 
14 
15 
15 
15 
15 
16 
16 
16 
NT 


17 

17 
17 
17 
18 

18 
19 
19 
20 
20 
21 
21 
22 
22 
22 
23 
23 
23 
NT 
NT 
23 
24 
24 
24 
24 
25 
25 
25 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
27 
27 
27 


ASIA 

Syrian  Arab  Republic 

Lebanon , 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia ) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel 

Palestine 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e .c 

Aden 

State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan 

India 

Pakistan 

Nepal 
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Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 
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North  Korea 
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Federation  of  Nigeria 

British  West  Africa  and  Sierra  Leone . . . 

Madeira  Islands 
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Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 
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Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments) , 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects . 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  ■which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  'which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

^■Far  shipments  by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  -vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report. 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond.  . 


For  inf ozmation  on  the  effects  of  examiner  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  .Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  In  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  united  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(b)  Country  ppf-tni-t^ons  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  availahle  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  vshich  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low- valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 


following  table  to  obtain  an 

estimate  of  the 

sampling  variability  on  a  two    times  out  of 

three  hasis. 

The  table  below    indicates  the    degree  of  relia- 

bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 

Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would  have  resulted  in  a 

documents  in- 
dicated from  the 

value  figure  between 

sample  is: 

The  specified 

And  the  speci- 

estimate 

fied  estimate 

reduced  by1 

increased  by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than 499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 

1  table. 

1 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below. )  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups. For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  underoounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  Individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  en  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  hy  ahout 
10-15  percent. 

The  hpiVP-?Tig  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handl  ing  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  fflalring  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
an.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  hand!  ing  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.) 
Effective  January  1961,  special  announcements  of 
interest '  to  users  or  Report  FT  120  are  in- 
cluded in  this  report;  other  announcements  on 
imports  are  included  in  Report  FT  110.  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  Fear  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of.  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects . 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  iix 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  thig 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

•'■For  shipments  t>y  vessel,  merchand is  e  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Cub tons  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  examiner  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  Octoher  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. \Jhere  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(b)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  an 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple, This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
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The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

2lf  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than 499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  f olloving  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  In- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability- 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below.)  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  Is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups. For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  underoounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  on  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  conmodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all -country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  Import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.) 
Effective  January  1961,  special  announcements  of 
interest '  to  users  of  Report  FT  120  are  in- 
cluded in  this  report;  other  announcements  on 
imports  are  included  in  Report  FT  110.  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Continent  and  Country 


IMPORT  SUBGROUP  CODE  NUMBERS 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador) 

Miquelan  and  St .  Pierre  Islands 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa  Rica 

Republic  of  Panama 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas •...-■..■•■••••...................... 

Cuba 

Jamaica.. 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic 

Leeward  and  windward  Islands 

Barbados .••...••••.....••...... 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles . . 

French  lest  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam. .................................... 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 

Iceland , 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

United  Kingdom , 

Ireland  (Eire) , 

Netherlands , 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg. , 

France , 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria , 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary ...................................... 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia 

Lithuania -..........•• 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta  and  Gozo 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey 

Cyprus 
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Continent  and  Country 


ASIA 

Syrian  Arab  Republic 

Lebanon 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel 

Palestine 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e.c 

Aden 

State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan , 

India , 

Pakistan , 

Nepal , 

Ceylon 

Burma 

Thailand  (Siam) 

Viet-Nam 

Laos 

Cambodia 

Federation  of  Malaya 

State  of  Singapore;  British  Borneo 

Republic  of  Indonesia 

Republic  of  Philippines 

Macao  (Macau) 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 

China  (including  Manchuria) 

Outer  Mongolia 

North  Korea 

Republic  of  Korea 

Hong  Kong 

Taiwan  (Formosa) 

Japan 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 

AUSTRALIA   AND   OCEANIA 

Australia 

New  Guinea 

New  Zealand  and  Western  Samoa 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 

French  Pacific  Islands 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands. 

AFRICA 

Morocco 

Algeria 

Tunisia. 

Libya 

United  Arab  Republic  (Egypt) 

Sudan 

Canary  Islands 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.c 

Federal  Republic  of  Cameroon 

Western  Equatorial  Africa,   n.e.c 

Western  Africa,  n.e.c 

Ghqnfi 

Federation  of  Nigeria 

British  West  Africa  and  Sierra  Leone 

Madeira  Islands 

Angola 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 

Liberia 

Republic  of  the  Congo  and  Ruanda-Urundi 

Somali  Republic 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 

French  Soma 111 and 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 

British  East  Africa  and  Tanganyika 

Mozambique 

Malagasy  Republic 

Republic  of  South  Africa 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 

UNIDENTIFIED   CONTINENTS1 

Unidentified  countries1 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of.  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

•'•For  shipments  hy  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
Immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  oTwminm-  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  Octoher  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  Import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  cf  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 


(a)  Country  Definitions 


(b) 


(c) 


Economic.  The  country 

in  the  statistics  as  the  country 

as  the  country  where 


reported 

of  origin  is  defined 

the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  In  this 
report. 

Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
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0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

.125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate-  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below. )  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(d)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately .  To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST, "  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  Immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  underoounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  furt'er  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  c.a  .^dividual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.) 
Effective  January  1961,  special  announcements  of 

Report  FT  120  are  in- 
other  announcements  on 
in  Report  FT  110.  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES 


PUBLICATION  OF  UNITED  STATES  IMPORT  AND  EXPORT  STATISTICS  IN  TERMS 
OF  THE  177  THREE-DIGIT  SITC   (STANDARD  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  CLASSI- 
FICATION) COMMODITY  GROUPS 

Effective  with  the  statistics  for  January  1963,  the  existing  presentation  in  the  month- 
ly and  annual  issues  of  Report  Nos.  FT  110,  United  States  Imports  of  Merchandise  for 
Consumption.  Commodity  by  Country  of  Origin;  FT  120  United  States  Imports  of  Merchandise 
for  Consumption,  Country  of  Origin  by  Subgroup;  FT  4-10,  United  States  Exports  of  Do- 
mestic and  Foreign  Merchandise .  Commodity  by  Country  of  Destination;  and  FT  4-20,  United 
States  Exports  of  Domestic  and  Foreign  Merchandise.  Country  of  Destination  by  Subgroup 
will  be  changed  as  follows: 

1.  Report  No.  FT  110  Commodity  by  Country  of  Origin  will  be  prepared  showing  the 
commodity  data  in  terms  of  the  177  three-digit  commodity  groupings  of  the  U.N. 
Standard  International  Trade  Classification  (SITC)  with  a  further  segregation  by 
the  new  Tariff  Nomenclature  recently  enacted  by  Congress.  The  title  of  the  new 
nomenclature  including  the  additional  statistical  breakdowns  will  be  Tariff 
Schedules  of  the  United  States  Annotated  for  statistical  purposes,  TSUSA. 

2.  Report  No.  FT  120  will  present  data  on  a  Country  of  Origin  by  three-digit  SITC 
Commodity  Group  basis. 


3.  Report  No.  FT  4-10  will  be  prepared  showing  data  for  the  177  three-digit  SITC  Com- 
modity Groups  by  the  present  (1958  as  now  revised)  Schedule  B  Commodity  by  Coun- 
try of  Destination. 

4-.  Report  No.  FT  420  will  present  data  on  a  Country  of  Destination  by  three-digit 
SITC  Commodity  Group  basis. 

In  addition,  the  directly  affected  reference  tabulations  (Such  as  IM  145,  IM  153,  EM  522, 
EM  563,  etc.)  and  releases  or  publications  will  be  modified  accordingly. 

Along  with  the  publication  of  the  January  1963  data  we  will  provide  all  recipients  of 
the  above  publications  with  an  index  showing  under  what  three-digit  SITC  group  each  de- 
tailed commodity  number  (TSUSA  and  Schedule  B)  is  located  and  a  table  showing  what  de- 
tailed commodities  are  grouped  under  each  three-digit  SITC  group.  Moreover,  in  order 
to  provide  users  of  the  statistics  with  data  for  1962  on  a  comparable  three-digit  SITC 
Commodity  Group  basis  with  1963  data,  a  special  publication  will  be  transmitted  to  all 
recipients  of  the  regular  Foreign  Trade  Import  and  Export  publications,  presenting  1962 
monthly  data  in  the  following  arrangements: 

1.  Imports 

a.  Three-digit  SITC  Commodity  Group  by  Country  of  Origin 

b.  Country  of  Origin  by  three-digit  SITC  Commodity  Group 

2.  Exports 

a.  Three-digit  SITC  Commodity  Group  by  Country  of  Destination 

b.  Country  of  Destination  by  three-digit  SITC  Commodity  Group 

The  special  publication  presenting  1962  monthly  SITC  data  will  be  released  prior  to  or  at 
the  same  time  as  the  January  1963  statistics  are  released.  In  addition,  monthly  refer- 
ence tabulations  for  the  year  1962  will  be  prepared  for  imports  on  a  three-digit  SITC 
Commodity  Group  by  Schedule  A  Commodity  by  Country  of  Origin  basis.  For  annual  import 
data  for  1962,  it  is  planned  to  prepare  tabulations  on  a  three-digit  SITC  Commodity  Group 
by  estimated  TSUSA  by  Country  of  Origin  arrangement  and  Country  of  Origin  by  SITC  three- 
digit  Commodity  Group  arrangement. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTICES-Continued 

For  exports,  reference  tabulations  presenting  monthly  and  annual  data  for  1962  will  be 
prepared  in  terms  of  three-digit  SITC  Commodity  Group  by  Schedule  B  Commodity  by  Country 
of  Destination  arrangement,  and  Country  of  Destination  by  three-digit  SITC  Commodity 
Group  arrangement.  The  monthly  reference  tabulations  will  be  scheduled  so  that  data  for 
any  month  from  1962  will  be  available  no  later  than  when  the  data  for  the  comparable 
month  of  1963  are  released  and  if  possible  all  months  will  be  made  available  by  the  time 
the  January  1963  data  are  released  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  feasible. 

The  preparation  of  annual  data  on  a  three-digit  SITC  basis  for  earlier  years  and  the 
timing  as  to  its  availability  is  under  consideration  and  an  announcement  will  be  made 
in  a  future  issue  of  this  publication. 

CERTAIN  IMPORT  TABULATIONS  BY  SUMMARY  COMMODITY 
GROUPINGS  DISCONTINUED 

It  was  announced  in  the  April-May  1960  issue  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  that 
machine  tabulations  presenting  data  on  United  States  exports  and  imports  by  certain  sum- 
mary commodity  groupings,  i.e.,  grouped  by  similarity  of  physical  condition  or  type, 
worked  out  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce  (now  Bureau  of  International  Programs),  and 
grouped  by  "end  use",  worked  out  by  the  Office  of  Business  Economics,  cross  classified 
by  eight  mutually  exclusive  and  thirty  selected  areas  and  countries  would  be  prepared 
starting  with  the  statistics  for  January  1960.  Recently  it  has  been  determined  that  the 
summary  data  on  United  States  imports  grouped  by  similarity  of  physical  condition  or 
type  and  presented  in  machine  tabulations  TM  170,  IQ  270,  and  IA  270  are  no  longer  need- 
ed by  the  Bureau  of  International  Programs.  Therefore,  preparation  of  these  tabulations 
has  been  discontinued.  The  last  issues  of  the  tabulations,  which  were  released  for 
public  reference,  are  as  follows: 

TM  170  -  June  1962 

IQ  270  -  Second  quarter  1962 

IA  270  -  Calendar  year  1961 

However,  preparation  of  tabulations  presenting  summary  data  on  United  States  exports 
grouped  by  similarity  of  physical  condition  or  type  and  presented  in  EM  570,  EQ  670,  and 
EA  670  will  be  continued.  Also,  the  preparation  of  summary  data  on  United  States  im- 
ports and  exports  grouped  by  "end  use"  and  presented  in  machine  tabulations  IM  171, 
IQ  271,  and  IA  271  (for  imports)  and  EM  571,  EQ  671,  and  EA  671  (for  exports)  will  be 
continued. 


ii 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

•'■For  shipments  by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements. 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  examiner  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


following  tahle  to  ohtain  an  estimate  cf  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  hasis. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(b)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7 ',  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
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232,920 
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2400-499 
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The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
"based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "4-0-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below. )  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin, "  above) , 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  en  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments ,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods , 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,   etc.) 

special  announcements  of 
Report  FT  120  are  in- 
other  announcements  on 
in  Report  FT  110.  A 


Effective  January  1961, 
interest '  to  users  of 
eluded  in  this  report; 
imports  are   included 


catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
a.s  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  S+rtes  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of.  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments) , 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sutfption  channels,  and  imported  ores  nnH  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

■'■For  shipments  by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e. ,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  Rowing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
" education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
c  orrespond . 


Far  information  on  <•■*»«»  effects  /Of  examiner  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  -Accuracy  in 
Impart  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  united  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(d)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  an  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  an  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 


following  table  to  obtain  an 

estimate  of  the 

I 

sampling  variability  on  a  two    times  out  of 

t 

three  basis. 

The  table  below    indicates  the    degree  of  relia- 

bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 

Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would  have  resulted  in  a 

documents  in- 
dicated from  the 

value  figure  between 

sample  is: 

The  specified 

And  the  speci- 

estimate 

fied  estimate 

reduced  by 

increased  by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

Ii 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

f 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

£ 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

i 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

L 

7 

30,720 

44,760  0 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

* 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

L 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

tl 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

c 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

a. 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

■e 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

1 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

? 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

0 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

5 

19 

51,360 

64,440  U 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400  U 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000  h 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

i 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

1 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

1 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

i 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The   minimum    value   of  a  complete    tabulation    for  im- 

ports (both  formal  entries  of    individual  items    valued  $1  to 

$100    and    informal    entries   valued    $1    to  $250)    must    be 

greater   than  1/100   of  the  estimated   amount  shown  in    the 

report. 

If  the  number    of  documents    in  the    sample    is    greater 

than 499,  sampling    variability  for   the  estimates  of  the  low 

valued  shipments  will  g 

enerally  be  less  t 

ian  7  percent. 

nThe  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
k table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
■i  based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 

j elude  estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 

{table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 


In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
{the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
f country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
jand  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
jwhich  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.   (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
5-formation,  below.)   The  omission  of  an  estimate 
fof  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  an  Individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all -country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,   etc.) 

special  announcements  of 
Report  FT  120  are  in- 
other  announcements  on 
in  Report  FT  110.  A 


Effective  January  1961_, 
interest '  to  users  of 
eluded  in  this  report; 
imports  are   included 


catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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3MF0RT  SUBGROUP  CODE  NUMBERS 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador) 

Miquelon  and  St .  Pierre  Islands 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa  Rica 

Republic  of  Panama 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas 

Cuba 

Jamaica. •••.•.•••.••..••••••............•... 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic 

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 

Barbados 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles . * 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 

Iceland 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland  (Eire) 

Netherlands 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg 

France 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta  and  Gozo 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey 

Cyprus  
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ASIA 

Syrian  Arab  Republic 

Lebanon 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel 

Palestine 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States ,  n.e.c 

Aden 

State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan 

India 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Ceylon 

Burma 

Thailand   (Siam) 

Viet-Nam 

Laos 

Cambodia 

Federation  of  Malaya 

State  of  Singapore;  British  Borneo 

Republic  of  Indonesia 

Republic  of  Philippines 

Macao  (Macau) 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 

China  (including  Manchuria) 

Outer  Mongolia 

North  Korea 

Republic  of  Korea 

Hong  Kong 

Taiwan  (Formosa) 

Japan 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 

AUSTRALIA   AND   OCEANIA 

Australia 

New  Guinea 

New  Zealand  and  Western  Samoa 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 

French  Pacific  Islands 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands . 

AFRICA 

Morocco 

Algeria 

Tunisia 

Libya 

United  Arab  Republic  (Egypt) 

Sudan 

Canary  Islands 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.c 

Federal  Republic  of  Cameroon 

Western  Equatorial  Africa,  n.e.c 

Western  Africa,  n.e.c 

Ghana. 

Federation  of  Nigeria 

British  West  Africa  and  Sierra  Leone... 

Madeira  Islands 

Angola 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 

Liberia 

Republic  of  the  Congo  and  Ruanda-Urundi 

Somali  Republic 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 

French  Somaliland 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 

British  East  Africa  and  Tanganyika 

Mozambique 

Malagasy  Republic 

Republic  of  South  Africa 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 

UNIDENTIFIED    CONTINENTS1 

Unidentified  countries1 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse),  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

^-For  shipments  by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements. 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  examiner  verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  October  1951  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(t>)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  ■which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 


following  table  to  obtain  an 

estimate  cf  the 

sampling  variability  on  a  two     times  out  of 

three  basis. 

The  table  below     indicates  the     degree  of  relia- 

bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 

Then  the  chances  are  better  thon 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would  have  resulted  in  a 

documents  in- 
dicated from  the 

value  figure  between 

sample  is: 

The  specified 

And  the  speci- 

estimate 

fied  estimate 

reduced  by 

increased  by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  4-5  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "4-0-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $4-09,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below. )  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low- value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  en  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low- valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,   etc.) 
Effective  January  1961,  special  announcements  of 
interest  '  to  users  of  Report  FT  120  are  in- 
cluded in  this  report;   other  announcements  on 
imports  are   included  in  Report  FT  110   A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.   Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.   Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Continent  and  Country 


No. 


IMPORT  SUBGROUP  CODE  NUMBERS , 

NORTH  AMERICA , 

Greenland , 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador] 

Miquelon  and  St .  Pierre  Islands 

Mexico , 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras , 

El  Salvador , 

Honduras , 

Nicaragua , 

Costa  Rica 

Republic  of  Panama 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas 

Cuba 

Jamaica 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic 

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 

Barbados 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles . , 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana , 

Ecuador , 

Peru 

Bolivia , 

Chile 

Brazil , 

Paraguay , 

Uruguay 

Argentina , 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE , 

Iceland , 

Sweden , 

Norway , 

Denmark , 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland  (Eire) 

Netherlands 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg 

France 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary , 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia , 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics , 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta  and  Gozo 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania , 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria , 

Turkey 

Cyprus  
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ASIA 

Syrian  Arab  Republic 

Lebanon 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel 

Palestine 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e.c 

Aden 

State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan 

India 

Goa,  Damas,  and  Diu 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Ceylon 

Burma 

Thailand  (Siam) 

Viet-Nam 

Laos 

Cambodia 

Federation  of  Malaya 

State  of  Singapore;  British  Borneo 

Republic  of  Indonesia 

Republic  of  Philippines 

Macao  (Macau) 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 

China  (including  Manchuria) 

Outer  Mongolia 

North  Korea 

Republic  of  Korea 

Hong  Kong 

Taiwan  (Formosa) 

Japan 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 

AUSTRALIA    AND   OCEANIA 

Australia 

New  Guinea 

New  Zealand  and  Western  Samoa 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 

French  Pacific  Islands 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands . 

AFRICA 

Morocco 

Algeria 

Tunisia 

Libya 

United  Arab  Republic  (Egypt) 

Sudan 

Canary  Islands 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.c 

Federal  Republic  of  Cameroon 

Western  Equatorial  Africa,  n.e.c 

Western  Africa,  n.e.c 

Ghana 

Federation  of  Nigeria 

British  West  Africa  and  Sierra  Leone... 

Madeira  Islands 

Angola 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 

Liberia 

Republic  of  the  Congo  and  Ruanda-Urundi 

Somali  Republic 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 

French  Somaliland 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 

British  East  Africa  and  Tanganyika 

Mozambique 

Malagasy  Republic 

Republic  of  South  Africa 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


.Vpes  of  Shipments  Included 


?he  import  statistics  include  government  as  veil 
is  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
.'oreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
imerican  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
irmed  forces  for  their  Own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
lico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  "between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
bhe  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Sico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
Jnited  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of.  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  Into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
•warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse) ,  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
suniption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

lit  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
,  insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

-'■For  shipments  tjy  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Cue  tarn  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  eTwrninm*  verif i- 
cation  see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  .Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions 


(b) 


(c) 


Economic.  The  country 

in  the  statistics  as  the  country 

as  the  country  where 

mined,  or  manu- 


reported 

of  origin  is  defined 

the  merchandise  was  grown, 

factured.  Where  it  is  known  that' a  country 

is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 

of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 

report. 

Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total, 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total, 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 


the 

may 

with 

The 


following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  cf  the 

sampling  variability  on  a  two     times  out  of 

three  basis. 

The  table  below    indicates  the     degree  of  relia- 

bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 

Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would  have  resulted  in  a 

documents  in- 

value figure  between 

dicated  from  the 
sample  is: 

The  specified 

And  the  speci- 

estimate 

fied  estimate 

reduced  by1 

increased  by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The   minimum    value   of  a  complete    tabulation    for  im- 

ports (both  formal  entries  of    individual  items    valued  $1  to 

$100    and    informal    entries    valued    $1    to  $250)    must    be 

greater    than  1/100    of  the  estimated    amount  shown  in    the 

report. 

If  the  number    of  documents    in  the    sample    is    greater 

than  499,  sampling    variability  for    the  estimates  of  the  low 

valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 

The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
s  table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring "to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below.)  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  Is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  -which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10 f 000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  inport  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  on  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.) 
Effective  January  1961,  special  announcements  of 
interest '  to  users  of  Report  FT  120  are  in- 
cluded in  this  report;  other  announcements  on 
imports  are  included  in  Report  FT  110.  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Guatemala 
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Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  o'wn  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports,  but  imports  in  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  gifts  and  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse),  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  immediately  following).  The  amount  of  this 
carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release  dates 
made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
ment. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  far  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 

■^For  shipments  hy  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance 
of  the  vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  man- 
ifest for  the  vessel). 


(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A 
more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statis- 
tics will  be  found  in  the  introduction  to  that 
report . 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries . 2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 
finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 


For  information  on  the  effects  of  ezsndner  -verifi- 
cation see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in 
Import  Statistics"  in  the  Octoher  1961  issue  of  this  re- 
port. 


VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

(a)  Country  Definitions  -  Economic.  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  vhere 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. Where  it  is  known  that  a  country 
is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the  country 
of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this 
report. 

(b)  Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 
continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries.  The  omission  of  a 
country  name  from  this  report  indicates  no 
imports  from  that  country. 

(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  on  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 


following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
bility to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would  have  resulted  in  a 

documents  in- 

value figure  between 

dicated  from  the 

sample  is: 

The  specified 

And  the  speci- 

estimate 

fied  estimate 

reduced  by 

increased  by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

n 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  im- 
ports (both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to 
$100  and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be 
greater  than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the 
report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater 
than  499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low 
valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


The  following  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the 
table. 

Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
"based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $75,670  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,885,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

In  order  that  users  may  always  be  informed  of 
the  amount  of  the  LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST  for  each 
country,  this  subgroup  is  always  shown  separately 
and  is  not  subject  to  the  combining  procedure 
■which  applies  to  other  subgroups  when  values  are 
less  than  $10,000.  (See  Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation, below. )  The  omission  of  an  estimate 
of  the  low  valued  shipments  for  any  country  in- 
dicates that  there  were  no  low  valued  import 
shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percent  document 
sample  for  the  country,  and  no  estimate  of  low- 
valued  shipments  is  included  in  the  country  to- 
tal. This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  summarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


(b)  Subgroups  less  than  $10.000  not  shown  sep- 
arately. To  save  printing  cost,  complete 
country  by  subgroup  information  is  not  shown 
in  this  report.  For  each  country,  separate 
information  is  shown  only  for  those  sub- 
groups whose  individual  totals  for  that 
country  during  the  period  covered  by  the 
report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from 
each  country  of  commodities  falling  in  sub- 
groups with  individual  totals  of  less  than 
$10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as  a 
combined  total  for  each  commodity  group. 
Individual  subgroup  information  for  imports 
reported  in  these  combined  totals  will  be 
supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this 
detailed  information.  The  omission  of  a 
numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indi- 
cates no  imports  from  that  country,  or  im- 
ports less  than  $10,000. 

(c)  Low-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.  Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  Immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,  (informal  entries,  by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)  It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups  (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.  The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  in  this 
report.  Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"  above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  ai  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups  (totals 
including  all  countries)  is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.  The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 


in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  "by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 
tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  compari- 
sons of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods, 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 


Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries.)  Prior  to  September  1960,  reg- 
ular subscribers  to  FT  reports  were  automatically 
supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments 
covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual  shipments, 
problems  of  valuation,  classification,   etc.) 

special  announcements  of 
Report  FT  120  are  in- 
other  announcements  on 
in  Report  FT  110.  A 


Effective  January  1961, 
interest '  to  users  of 
eluded  in  this  report; 
imports  are   included 


catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tical Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  provid- 
ing additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published 
can  be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies 
of  the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regard- 
ing reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

Types  of  Shipments  Included 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well 
as  nongovernment  shipments  of  merchandise  from 
foreign  countries  to  the  United  States.  However, 
American  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  from  the  United  States  territories  and 
possessions  and  shipments  between  the  territor- 
ies and  possessions  and  between  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported 
as  United  States  imports, but  imports  into  Puerto 
Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this 
report.  Merchandise  shipped  under  Customs  cus- 
tody through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported 
as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics 
are  a  complete  record  of  the  physical  movement 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments), 
but  there  are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  rela- 
tively small  importance  in  terms  of  total  value, 
such  as  personal  and  household  effects. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report 
consist  of  merchandise  entered  into  United  States 
consumption  channels,  i.e.,  merchandise  released 
from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining 
warehouse),  merchandise  withdrawn  from  bonded 
storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  con- 
sumption channels,  and  imported  ores  and  crude 
metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelt- 
ing warehouse. 

Monthly  and  Annual  Coverage 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  compiling  procedures, 
insofar  as  practical,  to  include  shipments  in 
the  imports  for  consumption  statistics  for  the 
month  of  import  which,  in  general,  is  based  on 
the  date  of  filing  of  the  consumption  entry  or 
warehouse  withdrawal  document.1  However,  because 
of  processing  problems,  there  has  always  been  a 
carry-over  of  a  small  percentage  of  items  from 
the  proper  month  to  a  subsequent  month  (usually 
the  month  immediately  following) .  The  amount 
of  this  carry-over  was  increased  a  few  years  ago 
in  order  to  take  advantage  of  early  release 
dates  made  possible  with  the  use  of  electronic 
equipment . 

Normally,  the  amount  of  the  carry-over  from 
month  to  month  (and  from  year  to  year)  remains 
substantially  constant.  For  individual  commod- 
ities, however,  the  carry-over  procedure  as  a 

1For  shipments  by  vessel,  merchandise  is  not  included 
in  the  statistics  prior  to  the  date  of  formal  entrance  of  the 
vessel  (i.e.,  the  date  of  the  inward  Customs  manifest  for 
the  vessel). 


whole  may  result  in  the  inclusion  in  the  1962 
statistics  of  some  shipments  made  in  1961, 
and/or  the  exclusion  from  1962  statistics  of 
some  1962  shipments  which  will  be  included  in 
the  statistics  for  1963. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports, 
which  represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods 
(except  for  intransit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchan- 
dise released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded 
storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse 
immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs 
district  totals  are  published  monthly.  General 
import  commodity  statistics  are  not  published 
but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and 
United  States  possessions  (not  included  as  United 
States  imports)  is  presented  separately  in  Report 
No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this 
report)  are  also  compiled  and  presented  in  sum- 
mary form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition, 
transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping  weight 
as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  cover- 
ing that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise 
which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  trans- 
portation statistics  for  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 

Effective  with  statistics  for  January  1962,  in- 
formation is  being  compiled  on  United  States 
general  imports  of  merchandise  by  air.  These 
data  are  published  in  Reports  FT  380,  FT  390  and 
FT  986.  A  more  complete  description  of  the  cov- 
erage and  presentation  of  the  various  types  of 
statistics  mentioned  above  will  be  found  in  the 
introductions  to  the  specified  reports. 

SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports 
included  in  this  report  is  the  import  entry  and 
warehouse  withdrawal  forms  which  importers  are 
required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs. 
Effective  January  1,  1962,  statistical  factors 
of  country  of  origin,  net  quantity,  value,  and 
commodity  classification  are  verified  or  cor- 
rected as  necessary  by  Customs  examiners  on  all 
formal  consumption  and  warehouse  entries.2  This 
verification  of  statistical  data  is  made  at  the 
time  the  examiner  reviews  invoices  and  samples 
of  merchandise  for  duty  and  other  Customs  pur- 
poses, and  the  statistical  copy  of  the  entry  is 
corrected  by  the  examiner  at  that  time  if  he 


2  For  information  on  the  effects  of  examiner  verification 
see  the  article  entitled  "Level  of  Accuracy  in  Import  Statis- 
tics" in  the  October  1961  issue  of  this  report. 


finds  that  it  does  not  accurately  reflect  the 
information  called  for  by  the  statistical  re- 
quirements . 


Information  on  warehouse  withdrawals,  which  ac- 
count for  approximately  10  percent  of  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  consumption,  while  not  sub- 
ject to  the  examiner  verification  procedure  di- 
rectly, should  be  improved  indirectly  (due  to 
"education"  of  importers/brokers)  by  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  warehouse  entries  to  which  they 
correspond. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  in  the  import  statistics  is  de- 
fined generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  for- 
eign country,  excluding  the  United  States  im- 
port duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 


(a)  Country  Definitions 


(b) 


Economic .  The  country 
reported  in  the  statistics  as  the  country 
of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where 
the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manu- 
factured. In  instances  where  it  is  known 
that  the  country  of  origin  cannot  be  deter- 
mined, the  transactions  are  credited  to  the 
country  of  shipment.  (For  individual  Sche- 
dule A  commodities,  such  countries  are 
footnoted  in  Report  No.  FT  110,  United 
States  Imports  of  Merchandise  for  Consump- 
tion, Commodity  by  Country  of  Origin. )  At 
the  end  of  this  report,  following  the  sta- 
tistics for  individual  countries,  the  coun- 
try designation  "Unidentified  Countries" 
(arbitrary  country  code  998  in  import  tabu- 
lations) is  shown.  This  designation  is 
used  to  reflect  imports  from  countries 
which  could  not  be  identified  because  of 
illegible  reporting  on  import  entries  for 
low-valued  shipments  and  certain  imports  of 
thorium  and  thorium-bearing  materials  from 
countries  which,  for  security  reasons,  can- 
not be  identified  by  name.  The  totals 
shown  under  "Unidentified  Countries"  are 
excluded  from  the  other  country  and  country 
by  subgroup  totals  in  this  report. 

Country  Definitions  -  Geographic.  The  geo- 
graphic definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Coun- 
try Designations  Used  in  Compiling  the 
United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the 
countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories, 
islands,  or  other  areas  considered  a  part 
of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes. 
It  is  published  as  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Subgroup  Information,"  below). 
A  separate  edition  is  also  available  free 
upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  this  report  countries  are  listed  accord- 
ing to  continents,  in  sequence  within  each 


continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement 
in  Schedule  C.  The  Table  of  Contents  on 
page  7,  which  lists  the  countries  in  this 
order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for 
individual  countries. 


si 


During  1962,   changes 
were  made  as  follows: 


in  country  designations 


a.  The  country  designation  "Goa,Damao 
and  Diu"  was  established  effective 
July  1962.  During  January  through 
June  1962,  Goa,  Damao  and  Diu  were 
included  under  the  country  desig- 
nation "Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c." 

b.  The  country  designation  "Portuguese 
Asia,n.e.c."  was  deleted  effective 
July  1962.  During  July-December 
1962,  the  area  formerly  reported 
as  "Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c."  was 
included  under  the  country  desig- 
nations "Goa,  Damao,  and  Diu"  and 
"Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia, 
n.e.c. " 

c.  The  country  designation  "Southern 
and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c."  in- 
cluded Portuguese  Timor  during  the 
months  of  July-December  1962  only. 
During  the  months  of  January-June 
1962,  Portuguese  Timor  was  in- 
cluded under  the  country  designa- 
tion "Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c." 


(c)  Low-valued  shipments  in  country  totals  on 
estimated  basis.  The  country  totals  in  this 
report  include  data  oh''  an  estimated  basis 
for  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
imports  (under  $250)  reported  on  informal 
entries.  (See  discussion  below  under  "Com- 
modity Information.")  For  any  country  where 
the  low-value  estimate  may  make  up  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  the  country  total,  the 
sampling  variability  of  the  estimate  may 
need  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  reliability  of  the  country  total.  The 
estimates  are  shown  in  this  report  under 
subgroup  990  "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST"  for 
each  country.  The  extent  to  which  the  es- 
timates might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  of  the  shipments  depends  on  the 
number  of  documents  which  fall  in  the  sam- 
ple. This  is  the  number  at  the  left  of  the 
value  figure  for  the  subgroup  990  estimate 
in  this  report.  It  is  followed  by  two  as- 
terisks for  ready  identification.  This  num- 
ber can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
following  table  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the 
sampling  variability  on  a  two  times  out  of 
three  basis. 


Hie  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  relia- 
Dility  to  be  attached  to  a  specified  value. 


The  following  will 
table. 


illustrate  the  use  of  the 


Then  the  chances  are 

Detter  than 

2  out  of  3  that  c 

comp 

ete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

lation  would  have  resi 

i! ted  in  a 

documents  in- 

value figure  bet 

ween 

dicated  from  the 

sample  is: 

The  specified 

And  the  speci- 

estimate 

fied 

estimate 

reduced  by 

increased  by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175-199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

■''The  actual  value  of  shipments  cannot  be  less  than 
1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report.  Fiqgres 
in  this  column  can  be  ignored  if  use  of  them  for  a  particular 
total  would  bringthe  lower  limit  below  1/100  of  the  estimate. 

2  If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the  low  valued 
Shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  percent. 


Suppose  an  estimated  value  of  $310,800  is 
based  on  45  documents  in  the  sample.  Refer- 
ring to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the 
chances  are  better  than  2  out  of  3  that  a 
complete  tabulation  would  have  resulted  in  a 
figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by 
$99,000).  Similarly,  a  country  total  of 
$15,957,189  which  represents  a  total  of 
$15,559,689  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus 
an  estimate  of  $397,500  for  subgroup  990  based 
upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample  would  be  be- 
tween $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by 
$102,000)  and  $16,077,189  ($15,957,189  in- 
creased by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more 
figures  which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  in- 
clude estimated  values,  the  variability  of  the 
combined  total  can  be  determined  by  merely  add- 
ing the  sample  size  for  each  estimated  value  and 
then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low-valued 
shipments  for  any  country  indicates  that  there 
were  no  low-valued  import  shipments  appearing  in 
the  1  percent  document  sample  for  the  country, 
and  no  estimate  of  lotf-valued  shipments  is  in- 
cluded in  the  country  total.  This  does  not  nec- 
essarily mean  that  low-valued  imports  were  not 
made. 


COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

(a)  Commodity  information  siTmmarized  into  sub- 
groups .  For  presentation  in  this  report, 
the  commodity  information  compiled  in  terms 
of  the  classifications  established  in  Sched- 
ule A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commod- 
ities Imported  into  the  United  States,  is 
summarized  into  approximately  a  hundred 
subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  sub- 
group classifications  are  numbered  in  Sched- 
ule A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page  8 
will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  un- 
abbreviated descriptions,  and  the  range  of 
numbers  of  the  individual  Schedule  A  clas- 
sifications included  in  each.  For  precise 
information  as  to  the  commodity  content  of 
individual  subgroups,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  numbered  classifications  included. 


W     Lov-value  shipments  excluded  from  commodity 
subgroup  data.   Except  for  subgroup  code 
990,   "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"  the  commodity 
subgroups  in  this  report  exclude  information 
on  imports  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and 
information  on  imports  reported  on  informal 
entries,   (informal  entries,  "by  definition, 
contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250.)   It  follows  that  the  import  statis- 
tics for  the  individual  subgroups   (other 
than  subgroup  990)  are  undercounted  to  the 
extent  that  shipments  of  the  commodity  are 
made  in  lots  which  are  excluded  from  the 
commodity  statistics  under  this  policy.  The 
total  value  so  excluded  from  the  individual 
subgroups  amounts  to  about  one  percent  of 
the  monthly  import  total.   The  estimates 
are  shown  for  each  country  under  subgroup 
code  990,   "LOW  VALUE  DOLLAR  EST,"   in  this 
report.   Although  subject  to  considerable 
sampling  variability  (see  further  explana- 
tion under  "Country  of  Origin,"   above), 
these  estimates  may  be  of  interest  as  a 
rough  guide  to  the  general  magnitude  of  the 
effect  which  the  exclusion  of  the  items  has 
on  the  subgroup  data  for  individual  coun- 
tries. As  of  possible  further  assistance  in 
estimating  the  effect  aa  individual  subgroup 
data  of  this  handling  of  small  shipments, 
studies  have  shown  that  the  undercounting 
for  individual  commodity  subgroups   (totals 
including  all  countries)   is  probably  not 
more  than  about  5  percent  except  for  the 
subgroups  covering  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  "Fodders  and  feeds, 
n.e.s.;"  "Scientific  and  professional  in- 
struments, apparatus  and  supplies,  n.e.s.;" 
"Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed 
matter,  n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  under- 
stated by  about  10  to  15  percent.   It  is 
estimated  that  the  all-country  commodity 
group  totals  are  undercounted  by  no  more 
than  about  two  percent.   The  inclusion  of 
the  estimated  value  for  low  value  shipments 
in  Group  9  results  in  overstating  the  total 
value  of  imports  for  that  group  by  about 
10-15  percent. 

The  handling  of  low-valued  imports  described 
above  has  been  in  effect  in  the  import  sta- 


tistics since  January  1958.  Descriptions 
of  the  special  handling  of  low-valued  ship- 
ments in  effect  prior  to  that  date  are 
carried  in  the  then-current  publications. 
These  may  be  referred  to  in  making  comparil 
sons  of  earlier  figures  with  data  for  1958 
on.  The  January  1958  through  December  1961 
issues  of  this  report  contain  a  discussion 
of  the  effect  on  statistics  of  the  changes 
made  in  January  1958  in  the  handling  of  low- 
valued  shipments,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
handling  in  earlier  periods. 


SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  proce- 
dures and  coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest  edition  of 
Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States.  (Copies  available  for  reference  at 
public  libraries).  A  Catalog  of  United  States 
Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publications  is  also 
available.  Supplementary  information  and  ex- 
planations of  interest  to  users  of  foreign  trade 
statistics  (such  as  announcements  of  changes  in 
types  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics, 
unusual  shipments,  problems  of  valuation  and 
classification,  changes  in  statistical  proce- 
dures, etc.)  which  were  formerly  included  in  a 
separate  publication,  Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
Notes,  are  now  being  included  in  current  issues 
of  this  report  and  other  statistical  publica- 
tions, or  in  special  announcements  accompanying 
the  regular  publications.  Copies  of  such  an- 
nouncements are  also  attached  to  reference  cop- 
ies of  tabulations,  where  appropriate.  Data  in 
this  report  are  available  for  reference  purposes 
prior  to  the  publication  of  the  report  or  may  be 
obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of 
the  cost  of  a  special  report.  Reports  providing 
additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published  can 
be  obtained  on  a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of 
the  catalog  or  for  further  information  regarding 
reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the  avail- 
ability of  special  reports,  request  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census . 
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Continent  and  Country 


IMPORT  SUBGROUP  CODE  NUMBERS 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador) 
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Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 
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Bermuda 
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